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Newsletter No 2 – 8th September 2016


	kindness…respect…tolerance…fairness…achievement…happiness…being included…being listened to…

	Our vision for Oyne School is for happy achieving children to be supported to do their very best learning within a caring school and community.


	Dear Parents and Carers,
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It always amazes me how quickly everyone gets back into the routine of school.  It has been great to see how our new P1s have settled in and how well they have been supported by their buddies.  The new school equipment continues to be enjoyed by all and the sunshine has made for happy and fun filled break times.  Each year group has grown up over the holidays, pupils have all gained an extra inch or two and gained in the maturity that being in the next year group brings.  Keep it up everyone!
Please see below the information about the stars and wishes self evaluation.  This is your opportunity to feedback to us two strengths of the school and any areas we could be better at.  This year we would appreciated a particular focus on homework and how you as parents share in your child’s progress.  But of course if you have any other areas you wish to feedback on please include them too.
Regards

Sharon Huxtable

Headteacher


	New Play Equipment – Thank yous
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We love our new play equpment and the pupils have been putting together a book of thank yous and photos to share with everyone who made the project possible.  We have invited Mr Savage to officially open the equipment for us and we will hopefully do that in Oct/Nov when he is next in Oyne.  Meanwhile a huge thank you to everyone who contributed - its been a 

                                                      huge success!
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Reminders

Please be reminded that Oyne School is a Nut Free school.  School dinners are nut free and please ensure that any packed lunches or snacks don’t contain any nuts either.

We would be grateful if you can send in a box of tissues if you haven’t already done so.
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Thank you for labelling all clothing, it’s so easy to return jumpers to their owners if their name is written in biro on the label.  We already have a selection of unnamed clothes in the lost property box


	Learning and Teaching

P1/2

Primary 1/2 are learning all about old schools and Oyne school in particular in their history project.  Mrs Hassan came in to tell pupils about the school building.  
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She showed us some beautiful cards made by the former school secretary Mrs Patterson with all the children’s names on them.  

	Learning and Teaching

P3/4 are learning all about how the Celts lived in the past.  Look out for their 3D celtic round house models before the end of term.
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Learning and Teaching

P5/6/7 are learning all about the people who have lived on Bennachie in the past.  Thanks to Matthew for this lovely photo of our favourite mountain.
                                                           Photo taken by Matthew James                                                                                                                       


	Parent Partnership

We are very fortunate at Oyne School to have so many involved and interested parents.  Being involved in school activities and encouraging learning really benefits pupils and staff alike.  This term we have had some helpers at after school clubs move on.  This is meaning that some clubs may not run in the same way or frequency as before – or may have to stop altogether.  Please consider if you can help out, it would be sad if our pupils weren’t able to enjoy their sports after school in the way that we have in the past.

Parent Council Chair
Many thanks go to Tricia Barnett for her stint at Chair of the Parent Council.  She has worked hard and taken many things forward in her time as chair.  We have worked together to promote internet safety, road safety, and distributed the leadership in the parent council so that tasks such as fund raising don’t fall on the same shoulders and raised loads of money for iPads and the school grounds.  
Thanks Tricia!
Parent Council.

The parent council meet once a term, the dates are in the diary list at the end of this newsletter.  If you haven’t had the opportunity to come along please may I encourage you to attend particularly if you are a new parent to the school.  It is an informal friendly meeting where I report on developments in the school, and we discuss issues such as ICT or homework, as well as practical ideas for fun fundraising events.  It’s a great opportunity to meet other folk and find out what’s happening in your child’s school.


	Barnardo’s Boxes
These will be returned to those families who have had them previously and will go home in bags today.  Mrs Pawson will be coming along to Assembly next Friday to tell the children all about the work of Barnardo’s and to tell us how much we raised during the last session – we are proud that Oyne is the best small school in Scotland at fundraising for Barnardo’s!  



	Our vision for Oyne School is for happy achieving children to be supported to do their very best learning within a caring school and community.
Two Stars and a Wish
Attached to this newsletter is a two stars and a wish sheet.  Please return by email or on paper.  Getting feedback from our parents is a vital part of improving the life and work of the school and of course improving the experiences of our young people.  

2015-16

Last year parents felt that strengths of the school included – high standards, welcoming, good communication, effective transition, varied homework, extra curricular clubs, wide range of opportunities, happy place to learn.
Areas that we could improve lunches, homework.

Which is why we are gathering feedback specifically about homework this session as it came under stars and wishes!  Our lunches are brought in and I can feed back any specific issues that you have to the catering service so please contact me directly.
2016-17

This year I am particularly looking for feedback on homework (too much/not enough, variety, communication, routines, etc).

And sharing learning with parents.  We share learning through sharing jotters, learning journey and achievement leaflets, assemblies and shows as well as the usual parents evenings and formal report in March.  This year we are part of an Aberdeenshire programme looking to create a reporting timetable that spreads the feedback to parents across the year rather than just the March report – are there any other ways that you would like to share your pupils progress?  Please let us know.

	Our vision for Oyne School is for happy achieving children to be supported to do their very best learning…

Techfest
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Max and Millie handling the millipedes with P5/6/7
P3/4 having their fingerprints taken.
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P1/2 were science detectives and sent secret messages.

All the pupils had a brilliant time at Techfest, they were all well behaved and showed excellent interest in their workshops. 

	Destination Space
The whole school will be attending workshops at the Aberdeen Science Centre during the last week of term, P1-4 on Monday 3rd, and P5-7 on Friday 7th.  Both workshops will explore Tim Peake’s recent mission to the International Space Station and discover what life is like on board, the challenges the astronauts face and how they get home safely.  The children will travel by bus (Premier Coaches) and will require packed lunches on that day.  If you would like to order a school packed lunch for that day, please complete and return the slip below (or email the school office).  The green trip permission slips will go out in school bags today (for those receiving this by email).

	Road Safety
We are always looking for ways to promote road safety and make an impact on our community.  As a school we will be having a focus during Road Safety Week which is November 21st – 27th.  Look out for poster competitions and other opportuntities to get involved nearer the time.

	Skiing Lessons

In anticipation of our P6/7 residential trip in January Alford Ski Centre are offering us five skiing training sessions after school for the five Tuesdays in November at 4.30pm.  Prices depend on the numbers coming but would be around the £6-7 mark per head per session.  Ski equipment and coaching is included and the sessions are open to any P3-7 pupils who are interested.  However it would certainly be a good start for any pupils who will be going away together in January.  Please return your interest by Friday 16th on the slip below or email the school office to note your interest.


	School Diary Dates 2016-17


	Date
	Event
	Times

	Mon 15th  August
	In Service Day 1
	

	Fri 30th Sept
	Harvest Assembly
	1.45pm – all welcome

	Tues 4th Oct
	Parent Interviews
	3.30 – 5.00pm and 6.00 – 8.30pm

	Mon 10th Oct – Fri 21st Oct
	October Holidays
	

	Tues 8th Nov (note change of date)
	Parent Council AGM
	7.00pm all welcome

	Mon 14th and Tue 15th Nov
	In Service Days 2 & 3
	

	Mon 21st Nov – 25th Nov
	Road Safety Week
	

	Wed 7th and Thu 8th Dec
	Christmas Performances
	7.00pm – all welcome

	Thu 22rd Dec – Wed 4th Jan (inclusive)
	Christmas Holidays
	

	Thurs 2nd Feb
	Parent Council
	7.00pm – all welcome

	Fri 10th Feb
	Occasional Holiday
	

	Mon 13th Feb
	Spring Midterm holiday
	

	Tues 14th and Wed 15th Feb
	In Service Days 4 & 5
	

	Tues 7th  Mar
	Open Afternoon Event 
	2.00pm onwards – all welcome

	Wed 22rd Mar
	School Reports issued
	

	Wed 29th Mar
	Parent Interviews
	3.30 – 5.00pm and 6.30 – 8.30pm

	Mon 3th April – Mon 17th April
	Spring Holidays
	

	Mon 1st May
	May Day Holiday
	

	Tue 30th May
	Parent Council
	7.00pm – all welcome

	Thu 1st June
	Sports Day
	2.00pm – all welcome

	Mon 5th June
	Occasional Holiday
	

	Thur 29th June
	End of Year Assembly 
	2.00pm – all welcome

	Fri 30th June
	Last day of school year
	

	22nd August
	First day of school for pupils
	


Dates in bold are new
(--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Destination Space – October 2016
I would like to order a packed lunch for my child/ren _______________________  If ordering for more than one child, please specify sandwich choice for each child – thank you.
Ham
(
Cheese
(
(--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Alford Ski Lessons – November 2016 (P3-7 only)
My child/ren _________________________________ would be interested in attending the ski lessons after school in November.

Signed:  ____________________________________  Date:  ______________________
