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Oyne School Homework Policy
Reviewed: 2019
This policy was updated in February 2019 to reflect feedback from staff, pupils and parents/carers. An audit was conducted and the key findings were as follows:

· Most parents/carers believe that children should be given homework as it supports learning.
· There are hugely different and strong attitudes towards homework within our school community with some parents/carers stating that they believe the children should be set much more homework whilst others believe that no homework should be given.
· Almost all of our children receive some support when completing homework tasks.
· Most parents/carers enjoy and see value in giving the children an element of choice when completing homework tasks e.g. shared learning tasks. This choice can also relate to flexibility in when tasks are completed – removing stress when children are involved in extra-curricular activities.
· Parents/carers feel the homework set helps them to understand what their child is learning in class.
· Children indicated that homework could be improved by including more creative tasks, more choice and more active tasks.

· Children like shared learning homework.

In response to this feedback, it was decided that shared learning grids should be issued by all classes on a two weekly basis. This will allow for:

· Personalisation and choice

· Flexibility (including time to complete at weekend if this suits)
· Support and challenge

· Family engagement

· Celebration of achievement

· Clear information on key areas being covered in class

· Consistency across all stages
· Encourage pupils to take responsibility to time management in order to complete tasks in given timeframe
Key dates for the issue and return of homework are as follows*:
	Homework Issued
	Date for Return

	Monday 18th February
	Friday 1st March

	Monday 4th March
	Friday 15th March

	Monday 18th March
	Friday 29th March

	Monday 22nd April
	Friday 2nd May

	Monday 13th May 
	Friday 24th May

	Monday 27th May
	Friday 7th June

	Monday 10th June
	Friday 21st June

	Monday 24th June
	Friday 5th June


* We will endeavour to adhere to these dates as closely as possible but please allow for slight variations as we respond to the busy life of the school. 
Assessment and Reflection

Time for children to share and reflect on their homework will be timetabled on the Fridays listed above. The children will reflect on their learning and achievements through discussion with a fellow pupil or teacher, presenting to the class or through recording their learning/next steps on paper or electronically.

A ‘Shared Learning’ display will also be a feature of each classroom and will celebrate the learning that has taken place outside school. This will also act as a stimulus for discussion, child led learning and will motivate others to complete shared learning tasks to the best of their ability.
Teachers will indicate that they have seen or discussed shared learning homework tasks through a variety of means including stickers, stampers, symbols and comments where appropriate.
Please note that staff are not expected to ‘quality mark’ homework as they would classwork as verbal feedback will be given. This verbal feedback is far more effective as it will be personalised and reflected upon by the child. This will also reduce marking time for teachers which can be better used planning engaging learning experiences to be delivered in class. 
Partnership Working
We hope you enjoy our shared learning tasks and we look forward to hearing about and seeing the fantastic learning the children do outside of school. Homework should not be a stressful experience for anyone! If you are having any issues with homework please do not hesitate to get in touch.

A consultation on the revised homework policy will be issued in June 2019. 
